TERMINAL CARE & WORRIED WIFE

Instructions to Patient

Your are the wife of a 67 year old man who has recently been diagnosed as having carcinoma of the bronchus.  Both you and your husband have been told the diagnosis.  He has had palliative radiotherapy and was discharged from hospital two days ago.  He is not in any pain, but you are concerned about his recurrent cough and breathlessness.  Your are also worried about what will happen now.  Your usual doctor is away, so you consult one of his partners.

Your main concern is how you will manage to look after him at home through his illness.

Instructions to the GP registrar

You are consulted by the wife of a 67 year old man who has recently been discharged from the hospital with bronchial carcinoma.  He has had radiotherapy, but the prognosis is poor.  He was discharged home from hospital two days ago on no medication.  No community care has been arranged.  You do NOT know the couple well, and she is consulting you because their usual doctor is away for three weeks.

Marking schedule

Qualities & Attitudes
Score                 Max

Establishing a good rapport (welcomed / put at ease)
......

2




Allowing patient time to express ideas, concerns and beliefs.
......

3


Empathetic honest approach
......

2


Assessing her understanding
......

3


Being available & easily accessible; detailing the 
......

3

specifics of how to work the system

Noting her main concerns; use of open-ended questions
......

3

Exploring her feelings re home care.
......

2

Exploring her concerns re dying and death
......

2

Management of Terminal Care at Home

Makes a specific arrangement to visit (within 3 days)
......

2

Eliciting his current specific problems and symptoms
......

2

Plans for palliation re pain control
......

2

Caring for, and supporting the carer (use of friends 





relatives and  neighbours.)
......

2

Involving other professionals (D.N:  HV:  MacMillan:  S.W.)
......

3

Attendance allowance (DS 1500 Special Claims Pack)
......

2
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